Care of the acutely ill pediatric heart transplant recipient.
Young children may present to the emergency department after undergoing orthotopic heart transplantation. Emergency department care of pediatric heart transplant recipients with an acute illness is not clearly defined. To assist the emergency physician with treating these children, 2 cases are detailed to demonstrate the variation in outcome of young children presenting to the emergency department with acute illness months after their transplant. The cases typify the varied outcomes possible after emergency department presentation. After the cases, a review of the medical conditions common in transplant recipients precedes a description of management suggestions.